
































Pictures of the Crucifix of Limpias 


Profoundly touching pictures of the agonizing Savior, a rep- 
resentation of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain, suitable 
for framing. Sepia print. Bust size 16x21 inches, 40¢; 34 
length, size 16x25 inches, 50¢ 
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Sacred Heart Statue LINENS 

This statue, ornate in appear- New Stock — Finest Imported 
ance, has a receptacle at the PURE IRISH LINEN 
base for a Vigil Light Glass, Pre-War Prices 
which makes it convenient and also 
attractive for home devotions. VESTMENT MATERIALS 
One statue (13 in. in height), DOSSALS and DRAPERY 
one Ruby Glass, and one dozen MATERIALS and TRIMMINGS 
Vigil Lights will be sent, post- Samples upon request. 
age paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


Thomas A. Blake 


Please Order From:— 


| 
| 
WILL & BAUMER | 
CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, 
Chicago 6, Il. 





366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 














Rosaries Rechained 

Your Rosary rechained in Sterling Silver, $1.50; or in nickel- 
silver, $1.00. (Nickel-silver is stronger.) 

Rosary made of any beads you send, same price as rechaining. 
New cross 20¢ extra; center, 10¢. 

Sterling Silver Crucifix, $1.00; center, 50¢. 

Beautiful hand made crystal rosary, sterling silver cross, chain and 
center, $5.00. 


SEND TO. J. RANDALL, 815 Sergeant, Joplin, Missouri 
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MARY CARDS 


Our MARY card, placed where you can glance at it frequently, is 
an excellent reminder to call frequently upon our Heavenly Mother, by 
repeating the powerful name of Mary. Attractively printed in blue. 
50¢ per 100. 

Holy Year Prayer Leaflets — by Pope Pius XII may be obtained 
at $1.00 per 100, or 1¢ each. 

Latin for Sisters — A practical book for those who recite the Di- 
vine Office. Bound in durable buckeye paper. 171 pages, including a 
helpful vocabulary. 50¢, plus postage. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, the 
Beginning of Our Salvation 


a oe 
Oe coed) coe) come 


UTSTANDING among September’s feasts is that of Our 
Blessed Mother’s Nativity. This commemoration is one 
of the most consoling and joyful among the liturgical 
celebrations of the year. Holy Mother Church hails the 
birth of Mary in the Magnificat antiphon of the day 
with the glad words: “Thy birth, O Virgin Mother of 

God, hath proclaimed joy to the whole world! for from thee has risen 

the Sun of Justice, Christ our Lord, who, freeing us from the curse, 
brought blessing upon us, and, conquering death, hath given us ever- 
lasting life.” This is an exultant summary of the spirit of the feast, 

and ‘its theme permeates the beautiful antiphons of the Office and the 
scriptural selections of the Mass. ; 

In the Mass we have this very striking prayer: “We beseech Thee, 
O Lord, to bestow on Thy servants Thy gift of heavenly grace, so that 
unto those for whom the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary was the 
beginning of salvation, the solemn celebration of her Nativity may 
accord an increase ‘of peace.” 

Apart from the beautiful request, we are perhaps surprised that 
Mary’s being ‘ushered into the light of day is said to be “the begin- 
ning of salvation.” Was not her Immaculate Conception the begin- 
ning of our salvation? we may ask. In a certain sense this is true; 
but looking at the mystery from the point of view of human knowledge, 
we are quite right in saying the beginning was at her birth, for only 
then did the future Mother of the Redeemer appear amongst men. 

In God’s plan, Mary and her Divine Son, the Redeemer, are ever 
inseparable. Jesus could have been made man without the free consent 
of Mary, but actually He did not take on human nature without such 
consent. He chose Mary, prepared her in body and soul for the great- 
est dignity possible—that of the Mother of God Himself in His human 
nature, and then asked her consent to the fulfilment of His designs. 

Let us notice how beautifully the Church constantly addresses 
Mary in the Offices of her feasts as the “Aurora,” that is, the dawn, 
preceding the rising of the Sun of Justice. As the appearance of the 
dawn in the east heralds the arrival of a new day even before the sun 
rises above the horizon, so, too, the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
was for the world the announcement that the era of Redemption was 
at hand, although the Redeemer had not yet appeared. 
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Each recurrence of our Blessed Mother’s birthday should bring 
joy to the hearts of her children. Even as the Angels rejoiced at the 
birth of the Mother of God, who was to be their Queen, even as the 
Patriarchs and Prophets rejoiced at the birth of the Woman who was 
to crush the head of the serpent, so should we be filled with gladness 
at the birth of her who gave us our Redeemer, and whom Our Lord, on 
the Cross, gave us as our Mother. “We can fancy,” says a devout 
lover of Mary, “how, on earth, the Divine Child Jesus would come 
to His Mother on that day with tenderest greetings, lavishing on her 
that unimaginable filial love of a Son who was God, and who was in 
fact Infinite Love. Their earthly lot was one of poverty and obscurity, 
but angels thronged their humble dwelling, and our loving instinct 
tells us that they sang birthday songs that Mary’s ear could hear, and 
that all her spiritualized senses, untrammeled by the slightest sin, were 
filled that day with delights which earth’s wealth could never buy.” 


On this day it is fitting to congratulate our Blessed Mother on 
the extraordinary favors, both natural and supernatural, which God 
lavished upon her from the first moments of her birth, favors higher 
than any which the greatest saints will ever receive. Let us renew for 
her the joy of her natal day by the love-gifts we make to her—the gift 
of our hearts, and the still more precious gift of Holy Communion 
offered in thanksgiving for the peerless graces that were hers! Let 
us show our devotedness by fostering in the hearts of others a tender 
love for this heavenly Mother and Queen, by imitating the purity and 
holiness of her life, and by so living as to be ever in the number of her 
devoted subjects, the loving child of a beloved Mother! 


The Seven Dolors of the Blessed Virgin 


The thought of the Passion and Crucifixion of Jesus is for souls 
the greatest consolation in times of trial. Second to it, however, is the 
cross borne by the “Comfortress of the Afflicted,’’ the Mother of Sor- 
rows. The feast of the Seven Dolors of the Blessed Virgin, September 
15, has, therefore, a special message for those who suffer and endure 
the trials of this ‘“‘valley of tears.’”’ It is the vivid realization that God 
did not spare even His noblest creature from suffering. Indeed, she 
whom we could expect to have nothing to do with the curse of sin, 
since she was without stain, either of original or personal sin, has suf- 
fered more than any other creature, so that in the Litany we address 
her as “Queen of Martyrs.’’ We must conclude that suffering is part of 
God’s plan in leading men and women to happiness, both in this world 
and in the next. God knows what He is doing when He sends afflictions, 
Let us give Him a free hand, so as not to interfere with His wise plans, 
and accept them in the words of the Blessed Virgin, saying: ‘“‘Be it done 
unto me according to Thy word.” 
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HE first title of honor we bestow on the Blessed Virgin is her 
own name of MARY—a name which, after that of Jesus, is our 
refuge, our shield, our strength, our consolation. 


MARY is our Mother! But what is more sweet than the name 
of a mother, and a mother as tender as august? The name of MARY 
dilates the heart as would her very presence. 

The all-powerful name of MARY is our heavenly beacon amid 
the storms of life. It calms the tempests of temptations. 


Like that of Jesus, the name of MARY consoles and strengthens. 
“Invoke it,” says St. Bernard, “in your dangers, your doubts, your 
anguish; let it be incessantly on your lips and in your heart. Then 
there will be no more wandering, no more despair, no more error, no 
more falling, no more fear, no more fatigue... but a sweet experience 
of the profound meaning of those words of the Gospel, ‘The Virgin’s 
name was Mary.” 

“Terrible is the name of the Virgin,” terrible “as an army set in 
battle array,” which puts to flight the evil spirits. 

O Mary, grant that I may ever invoke thy most powerful name, 
which is the safeguard of the living and the salvation of the dying! 


O purest Mary! O sweetest Mary! let thy name be ever on my 
lips. 

Delay not, O Mary, to succor me whenever I call on thee; for in 
all my temptations, in all my needs, I shall never cease repeating thy 
sacred name: Mary! Mary! 

I thank the Lord for having given thee, for my good, so sweet, so 
powerful, so lovely a name. 

MARY! “The Lord has so magnified thy name that thy praise 
shall not depart out of the mouth of men” (Jud. 13:25). 

Let my love prompt me ever to hail thee by thy beautiful name— 


MARY! 





An indulgence of 300 days is granted each time the name of MARY is 
pronounced with reverence. 
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The Angels --- Their Perfections, and Their 
Activities in Relation to Us 


eniestneine 
1 UR life on earth is but a preparation for heaven; there 
we hope to find eternal rest and happiness after the 
short period of our earthly existence. This direction 
toward heaven ought, then, to give a special “coloring” 
to our life here below. We should live, as it were, a 
heavenly life, as being already in the vestibule of heaven. 
To help us to live such a life, the Church encourages us 
to fix our gaze on those glorious inhabitants of heaven 
who there await our coming, and who, in the meantime, assist us to 
reach our goal—the holy Angels. 





The Angels are, so to say, the “first-born” children of God. In 
them are reflected to a high degree the perfections of the Creator. The 
perfection of the Angels is like a shoreless sea, whose depths no one 
can fathom. Enlightened souls feel that all they can say of them is 
nothing; their greatness is above the reach of human thought or com- 
prehension. The angelic nature contains within itself a world of per- 
fections; but if we add to this the consideration of their grace and glory, 
it is truly admirable and defies all description. However perfect human 
nature may become, it will always remain, as faith teaches, very inferior 
to the angelic nature. 

Perfections of the Angels 

The Angels are spiritual beings, incorruptible in their nature, per- 
fectly disengaged from matter, and free from the miseries and weak- 
nesses to which we are subject. They possess wonderful intelligence. 
What the greatest geniuses have not been able to comprehend is per- 
fectly understood by them. They know many things in one and the 
same moment and without the least difficulty. Their manner of under- 
standing is not like ours. At the first sight of a thing they know its 
full import and all its consequences; hence they are called, by ex- 
cellence, “Intelligences.” The most learned men are ignorant in com- 
parison with these pure intelligences. Holy Scripture, to declare to us 
this admirable faculty of the Angels, says that they are clothed in burn- 
ing fire. In the Apocalypse they are represented as wearing the vest- 
ments of the ancient pontiffs, to give us to understand that to these 
holy spirits the most sacred mysteries of religion are revealed. 

The power of the Angels is incredible. One of these blessed spirits 
is able to defeat millions of armed men. We are told in the Book of 
Kings that an Angel of God slew in one night 85,000 Assyrians, the 
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enemies of God’s people. Having power over the elements, the Angels 
can make the winds blow, the rain fall, the tempests rage; they can 
cause earthquakes, give abundance and famine, and operate many other 
things, subject, of course, to the will of God. The universe is held 
together by the influence of spirit power as well as by natural forces. 
In a material universe such as ours, there is always present the tendency 
to decay—the danger of disorder, and that tendency is constantly being 
counteracted by the influence of a higher order—that of the Angels. 

To symbolize their celerity they are pictured with wings. More 
swiftly than light, they can pass, in an instant, from one end of the 
earth to the other—being thus, in some sense, everywhere, as Tertullian 
says. 

The beauty and brightness of the Angels is enrapturing. The 
greatest beauty on earth is deformity in comparison with theirs, and 
the least beautiful among the Angels possesses more charms than all 
earthly beauties together. To give us some idea of this truth, St. Anselm 
says that if God were to place an Angel in the sun’s orbit, and surround 
him with as many suns as there are stars, and then permit the blessed 
spirit to emit in a borrowed form one single ray of his glory, it would 
eclipse all the splendor of the suns and render them invisible. 

If the beauty of the Creator is anywhere to be seen it is certainly 
in the Angels, whose beauty is without defect. Alas! how unlike our 
perfection, in which there is mingled an infinity of imperfections. The 
greatness of these blessed spirits is without baseness—their science 
without ignorance—their light without darkness—their power without 
weakness—their beauty without defect—their love without inconstancy 
—their peace without trouble—their action continual, yet without 
fatigue—their happiness without alloy—their felicity complete, and 
without any admixture of evil. 


Our Models in God’s Service 


Devotion to the holy Angels is a source of grace and blessing, and 
of assured progress in the spiritual life. This devotion is traditional 
in the Benedictine Order. Benedictines have always had a special 
devotion to the Angels, particularly to the Guardian Angels; and this 
is most fitting, for the life of the Angels in heaven is a most perfect 
model for the religious life. Ancient writers have often compared the 
monastic life with the angelic life, particularly because it is a life of 
praise and service of God, and of the practice of the angelic virtue 
of purity. As the Angels keep their gaze constantly fixed on God in 
all their activities, they are the models of contemplatives, whose gaze 
should ever be directed to God, and who should keep ever in mind the 











136 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


consciousness of His Presence while going about their daily tasks. 

However, the Angels are models not only for religious but for all 
Christians. Like the Angels, who keep their eyes always fixed on 
God in the midst of all their activities, the Christian, too, should try 
to keep the eyes of his soul turned heavenward by a good intention 
and by the frequent consideration of spiritual things. The Angels are 
pure spirits, not subject to the enticements or pleasures of the body. 
The Christian may imitate them in this regard also by the practice of 
mortification, denying himself such pleasures as are sinful and at 
times also such as are innocent and lawful, for the sake of penance 
and detachment from the things of earth. 


In their activity of praising God, the Angels are our most perfect 
models, for this is their ceaseless occupation in heaven. When we 
assemble in our churches to offer our homage of praise to God, we 
do so in the presence of the Angels, as the psalmist says: “In the 
sight of the Angels I will sing to Thee, my God.” Sacred writers have 
recorded for us some of the songs the Angels sing. Before the throne 
of God they repeat unceasingly the Angelic Trisagion, “Sanctus, Sanc- 
tus, Sanctus,” and we take up this refrain in Holy Mass when, after 
the Preface, we chant the same song of praise, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of hosts.” They sang the Gloria in excelsis Deo on Christmas 
night, and we repeat their song of praise also in the celebration of 
the Holy Sacrifice. Like the Angels who surround the golden throne, 
we offer our sacrifice and our prayers under the symbol of incense. 


Our Helpers and Protectors 


But the Angels have another significance for us; they are our pro- 
tectors. God, in His Providence, watches carefully over all creation; but 
in His goodness He loves to impart power to created causes, and so 
He has entrusted some of the care of the world to the Angels. This 
great law finds its application in the doctrine of the Guardian Angels. 
As Dom Anscar Vonier, 0.S.B., says, every human being is under 
the protection of a heavenly spirit, and this is due to a natural law. 
It is not at baptism, but at birth, that a child is entrusted to the keep- 
ing of an angel; the unbaptised infant shares this Divine provision 
with the baptized, because spirit protection of the human race belongs 
to nature itself. Therefore, not only Christians, but pagans also, have 
their Guardian Angels. And the human race has fared as it has up 
to now precisely because it is and has been under the protection of 
spirits—a protection that is constant, all-pervading, and the most per- 
manent element in the preservation of the human race. 

What is true of humanity in general, says the same learned Abbot, 
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is true also of each individual. We must simply say that this life 
is what it is because each individual has been given at his birth into 
the keeping of an Angel, and the life of every man is profoundly in- 
fluenced by a mighty spirit, whether he knows it or not. This influence 
of the Guardian Angels can be increased by prayer and devotion to 
them, but in itself it is something natural and normal. 

There may be special cases of the miraculous intervention of 
Angels as, for instance, when St. Peter was liberated from prison by 
an Angel. That was a miraculous occurrence. But the ordinary pro- 
tection of Angels need not be considered as miraculous. St. Thomas 
tells us that the Angels exert their greatest influence in the illumination 
of man’s mind. It is certainly a matter of considerable importance 
for us that our mind be enlightened so that we may know and follow 
the will of God. What a consolation it is, then, to know that an Angel 
is ever at our side, pointing out the way that we should follow. We 
cannot see this Angel, but he speaks to us through the voice of con- 
science. 


Man Equal to the Angels by Grace 


The Angels were not only created the most perfect beings, but 
they were elevated to the supernatural state. They received grace, and 
it was only due to grace that they could enjoy the vision of God. By 
nature they could not do so. Man, also, is raised to the supernatural 
order by grace, and in this sense he is made equal to the Angels. So 
true is this, that according to Catholic tradition, the places left vacant 
in heaven by the rebellious angels are to be filled by men who reach 
that goal. Thus it is given to us to fill us the gap left by the apostasy 
of the rebellious angels. This tradition places us on a footing of 
equality with the Angels in heaven. 

Our Lord’s own words make this clear: “Neither can they die any 
more, for they are equal to the Angels and they are children of God, 
being children of the resurrection” (Luke 20:36). So the saints will 
have equal privileges with the Angels, forming one elect society in an 
equality that is based on grace. Human nature will always remain 
vastly inferior to the angelic nature, but the power of grace makes 
men equal to the Angels. 


The Angels’ Solicitude for Us 


Just how much help we receive from the Angels toward attaining 
the goal of filling up those places in heaven we can never know, but 
we do know that they play an important part in our salvation. The 
following incidents, mentioned by Dom Vonier in his treatise on the 
Angels, illustrate their activities: St. Isidore, the farmer, is pictured 
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as being helped in his labors by Angels; an Angel girded the loins of 
St. Thomas with a mysterious cincture of perfect chastity; St. Frances 
of Rome was favored with the almost constant vision of an Angel 
whose attention to his protege was most minute, in matters both spir- 
itual and temporal. St. Teresa saw the Angels carrying, as in triumph, 
the virginal body of one of her departed nuns. St. Stanislaus Kostka, 
who was held captive in the house of a heretic in Vienna, received 
Viaticum at the hands of an Angel. An Angel is pictured as bring- 
ing a lump of sugar to the infirmarian of St. Philip Neri, thus mak- 
ing it possible for the saint to be given some medicine of which he 
was sorely in need. How faithful and devoted must have been the 
saints’ devotion to the holy Angels, to merit such tender solicitude. 


We have records of Angels having been heard alternating with 
religious in choir, as they recited the Divine psalmody, particularly 
when some of them were in need of encouragement during the painful 
vigil of a long, cold winter night. 

Consoling and uplifting as are these considerations of the holy 
Angels, there is also the sad fact that after their creation and elevation 
to the supernatural order, a very great number of the Angels rebelled. 
St. John describes, in the Apocalypse, the terrific battle that took place 
between the Archangel Michael, captaining the faithful Angels, and the 
rebellious spirits under Lucifer’s command. The wicked angels lost 
the fight, and being transformed into hideous demons, were plunged 
into the eternal abyss of hell. But the struggle between the good and 
evil spirits still continues, and will continue as long as time shall be. 


Our Defenders against Evil Spirits 


It is not only against the Angels that the devil and his legions 
fight; they also carry on a constant warfare against us. What terrific 
struggles are waged between the devils and souls we shall never know 
in this world. Now and then we gain a faint hint of the intensity of 
that struggle when the state of some soul is revealed. We can only 
wonder that souls are not crushed by the overwhelming power of evil. 
The odds in the battle are so uneven—weak man against the far more 
powerful spirit, a creature of a far higher nature. But it is exactly in 
this struggle that the Guardian Angels perform their most important 
office. The Angels defend us; they fight for us, to a great extent with- 
out our knowledge, and we can never know, unless it be revealed to us, 
from what evils we have been saved. The mission of our Guardian 
Angel is essentially one of protection of a lower being; it is a trust he 
has received from God, and the Angel is responsible to the Heavenly 
Father for the full discharge of that trust. 
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While we are conscious of the existence of innumerable evil spirits 
around us, constantly trying to seduce us and tempt us to sin, we are 
not to live in fear and terror of these powers of darkness. Rather 
the Christian concept is that of a Christian with his glorious armor 
being an object of hatred and fear to the demons. The devils are ac- 
tually frightened by a Christian in the state of grace, in his armor of 
virtue. Certain it is that through the grace of God and the help of 
the good Angels, man is superior to the power of the devils. The good 
Angels always exert a greater influence over us than do the evil spirits. 


St. Paul indicates our proper attitude toward the devil when he 
says: “Give not place to the devil.” We hold the fortress of our soul. 
We are in full possession. The evil spirit cannot harm us unless we 
open the door and allow him to enter. We give place to him when 
we voluntarily open the door by failing to follow the straight path. 
Then it is that the evil spirit enters into our life through these weak- 
nesses of which we are guilty—through our own carelessness. The 
smallest infidelity to grace may have the greatest consequences, for by 
it the devil may be allowed to approach us and to gain entrance to the 
citadel of our soul. So we should earnestly ask God to grant us the 
favor of avoiding all contact with the devil. 

During the month of September we honor the holy Angels with 
special devotion, and on September 29th, the feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel, the glorious prince of all the heavenly hosts, we honor not 
only the great Archangel but also all the hosts of angels under his 
leadership. Yet not only during the month of the holy Angels or on 
their feast should we be mindful of their protection and the gratitude 
we owe them; we ought each day of our lives to practice some devo- 
tion in their honor, and in particular to our own Guardian Angel. 

We ought also to be conscious of our dignity, our equality with 
the Angels through grace, and have special confidence in their pro- 
tection against the powers of evil. Likewise we should endeavor to 
imitate the Angels by leading an angelic life—a life of freedom from 
sin and of fidelity and zeal in the praise and service of God. Then 
we may look forward with the firm hope of one day sharing their bliss 
in heaven, and of being presented by them before the throne of God 
when our soul takes its flight from this earth. Then will be fulfilled 
in us the beautiful prayer of Holy Mother Church in the burial service 
of her children: “Jn paradisum deducant te Angeli... May the holy 
Angels lead thee into paradise...” Then we shall be received by the 
choirs of Angels into the abode of eternal rest, and we shall be as- 
sociated with those glorious inhabitants of heaven in eternal fellowship. 





Dear Friends, 





On September 23d we shall begin a NOVENA TO THE 
HOLY ANGELS to honor them by a special devotion and to 
thank them for their countless benefactions day after day, as 
well as to petition their powerful intercession for your special 
intentions. These, we know, are many, such as better health, 
graces for wayward relatives and friends, the peace and wel- 
fare of our country, a happy solution to pressing problems, 
light regarding a vocation, conversions, employment, financial 
necessities, special graces, and countless others. 


We invite you to join us in this Novena, and to place 
your confidence in the intercession of these blessed spirits, so 
near and dear to God, and so solicitous for the welfare of 
each of their human brothers and sisters. We suggest that 
you pray the Glory be to the Father nine times daily in honor 
of the Nine Choirs, and offer the holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
and Holy Communion in their honor daily, if possible, 
throughout the Novena. You may add the invocation: Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament, through the intercession of the holy 
Angels, hear my prayer! 

ve) 


As devoted clients of the holy Angels, we know you will 
not fail to make this Novena. You are welcome to send in 
your special intentions to be placed near the altar of exposi- 
tion during the Novena, if you so desire. Tell your friends 
about it also and invite them to join. 


Remember the dates: SEPTEMBER 23d to OCTOBER Ist. 


Your intentions will be remembered during this Novena 
in each of our four Eucharistic Sanctuaries, and we hope that 
if you receive a special favor, you will write us a little ac- 
count of it. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





9026 9 2ee 90260902 902690690098. 
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The Triumph of the Cross 
roLhe-Lrethe 


HERE are three days during the year when the Cross is 
given special honor: Good Friday; the feast of the Find- 
’ ing of the Cross, on May 3; and the feast of the Exalta- 
tion of the Cross, September 14. The feast of the Ex- 
altation of the Cross is called also “Holy Cross Day.” It recalls the 
bringing back of the relic of the True Cross, in 629 A.D., to the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, from which the Persians had 
stolen it fourteen years before. In 614, the army of the Persian King 
Chosroes captured Jerusalem, after a ten-year war against the Roman 
Empire. Thousands in Jerusalem were killed, and many others were 
carried off to Persia to be made slave laborers. The city of Jerusalem 
was looted, and more than three hundred churches and religious build- 
ings were burned or destroyed. The Basilica which had been built by 
the Roman Emperor Constantine, in 335, over the Holy Sepulchre 
and Calvary, was among the desecrated churches. Sacred vessels and 
irreplaceable relics were carried away. Among these was a jeweled 
reliquary in which the relics of the True Cross were preserved. 


From the Holy Land the victorious Persians continued their in- 
vasions and overran Egypt and neighboring lands. Heraclius, the 
Roman Emperor, tried to negotiate peace. Failing in this, he com- 
manded his armies to prepare for attack. From the spring of 622 the 
turn of the war was in favor of the Romans, but no decisive victory 
was gained until 627. The defeated Persians then turned against King 
Chosroes, who was murdered by his son, Siroes. The la‘ter agreed to 
make peace with the Romans provided he were allowed to remain as 
King of Persia. In return, Roman prisoners were released, conquered 
territory restored, and valuable treasures were given back. Among 
these was the relic of the True Cross. 


In 629, the Emperor Heraclius brought the relic to Jerusalem and 
made the occasion a pilgrimage of thanksgiving for the victory. A 
magnificent procession was held, in which Heraclius, dressed in splen- 
did robes, adorned with jewe!s, carried the Cross upon his shoulders 
through the streets of Jerusalem on the way to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Having arrived at the church door, the Emperor suddenly 
found himself unable to take another step. Zachary, the Bishop of 
Jerusalem, who was present, suggested to the Emperor that his royal 
magnificence compared very ill with the poverty of Christ. “Consider, 
O Emperor,” he said, “how little thou dost imitate the poverty and 
humility of Jesus Christ, by carrying the Cross in triumphal robes. 
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You walk in your royal robes; He was meanly clad. You have on 
your head a rich diadem; He was crowned with a wreath of thorns. 
You go with your shoes on; He walked barefoot.” 

Thereupon, relates the Breviary, Heraclius laid aside his magnifi- 
cent apparel, removed his shoes, and easily proceeded on his way. 
He replaced the Cross in the same place on Calvary from which it had 
been carried off by the Persians. Here the holy relic became the great 
magnet that attracted throngs of pilgrims. 

To give honor to the relics of sacred persons and things is a spon- 
taneous and natural urge in human nature. It does not seem in any 
way strange or incredible that among all treasured relics and keep- 
sakes, the relic dear beyond all price and precious beyond compare is 
the Cross upon which our Savior died. Indeed, it would cause us no 
small amount of wonder and regret if the True Cross, an object to be 
treasured not in any one age, nor by any one nation, but alike by every 
child of Adam, as the great instrument of his Redemption, should have 
been allowed to fall into oblivion and to be lost sight of. The Cross 
is inexpressibly dear to every Christian heart as a trophy of the great- 
est victory the world has ever known—the victory of a Man-God over 
death and the powers of darkness. 

The Cross is a symbol of triumph. As it marked the triumph of 
Christ over death, hell, and the powers of evil; as it shines as the 
symbol of the triumph of Christianity over pagan empires; as in the 
hands of missionaries it is the herald of salvation to countless souls 
still in the darkness of unbelief; as it spells light and wisdom, assur- 
ance of victory over trials and temptations, the blessings of peace and 
Redemption to mankind, so, now, in the age-old battle that is being 
waged in the world between the powers of good and evil, it will again 
triumph. Its enemies may banish it for a time, but its ultimate vic- 
tory is certain, for it is the symbol of the Power of God, against which 
no creature can prevail. 


We owe the True Cross a special cultus of veneration. It is the 
altar of that great Sacrifice whence flows every virtue and merit, and 
which is the great spring of our sanctification. Though we may not 
be the privileged possessors of a portion of the Holy Wood, yet it is 
possible to obtain articles which have been touched to relics of the True 
Cross, and in cherishing these, we pay homage to’ the True Cross itself. 
Such articles are the Scheyern Crosses which we will offer to our read- 
ers during the month of September in honor of the feast of the Exalta- 
tion of the Cross, as a special premium for new subscriptions to ‘‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.” 

The Scheyern Crosses are replicas of the Relic of the True Cross 
preserved in the Benedictine Monastery of Scheyern, Germany, and have 
been touched to the Relic. Through their pious use, both spiritual and 
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physical cures have been obtained. Each Cross is accompanied by an 
explanatory leaflet and suitable prayers, 

Some may find it difficult to solicit new subscriptions, May we 
suggest that new subscriptions be given as gifts on such occasions as 
birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, Christmas, etec., and in this way 
you can secure a number of these precious Scheyern Crosses, which, in 
turn, will make very suitable and appreciated remembrances on special 
occasions. 


GC*G-Ot 2 


Our Tucson Sanctuary Rejoices in a Special 
Privilege 
> 

UNE 8, the Feast of Corpus Christi, marked the 
twelfth anniversary of the inauguration of Nocturnal 
Adoration by the Knights of Columbus Council in 
our Benedictine Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in 
Tucson, Arizona. This anniversary brought with it 
an unusual honor and supreme joy, occasioned by 
the affiliation of the Knights’ “Eucharistic Guard” 
with the Archconfraternity for Nocturnal Adoration 
in Rome, and the canonical erection of the Tucson 
Council as a National Center, with authority to aggregate other Coun- 
cils of North America as branches of the Archconfraternity. The honor 
accorded the Knights of Columbus comes in recognition of their long- 
standing fidelity in the practice and promotion of Nocturnal Adora- 
tion in the Tucson diocese, and their zealous efforts to obtain the ap- 
proval of the Holy See for their Eucharistic activities. The granting 
of this extraordinary privilege entitles all the members of the “Eucha- 
ristic Guard” who are faithful to their monthly hour of Nocturnal 
Adoration to many indulgences and privileges, which are outlined in 
the diploma of aggregation. 

Like all great undertakings, the “Eucharistic Guard” started from 
a tiny mustard seed, sown in the spring of 1938, under the leadership 
of Mr. Andrew A. Grondona, at that time Grand Knight of the Tucson 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. Another member, Mr. John 
Walsh, at present living in San Diego, first conceived the idea of the 
“Eucharistic Guard,” and consulted with the Grand Knight as to the 
feasibility of introducing it under the sponsorship of the Knights. The 
plan was submitted to the Council and accepted. Then a schedule of 
adoration hours was worked out, which divided the members into 
groups of twenty for each Friday night, two being assigned for each 
succeeding hour. The arrangement rotated the hours, so that those 
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who had from 9 to 10 P.M. one month would have from 10 to 11 P.M. 
the following month, and so on. But getting the men to sign up for 
the hours was at first discouraging. The feast of Corpus Christi drew 
near, when it was hoped the Nocturnal Adoration might be commenced, 
but the hours pledged were insufficient. It was then that two of the 
most enthusiastic promoters of the cause exclaimed: “WE WILL START 
on Thursday night; WE WILL START, even if we two have to remain 
in the Chapel alone all night!” 


The Nocturnal Adoration was started on that Corpus Christi night 
of 1938, and continued at the price of many a hidden sacrifice. Some- 
times one or two of the sponsors especially devoted to the ideal, came 
for an hour of adoration in the early part of the night, then slept in 
his car outside the Chapel, leaving a note to a succeeding adorer to 
call him for another hour early in the morning. Such sacrificial de- 
votedness could not but draw down the special benediction of heaven, 
and its reward was a gratifying development of the Nocturnal Adora- 
tion movement. 

In April, 1939, eighty men who had participated in the weekly 
Friday night vigils were awarded the official “Badge” of the “Eucha- 
ristic Guard,” by the Most Reverend Daniel Gercke, D.D., Bishop of 
Tucson. In an inspiring ceremony, beginning with a candlelight pro- 
cession to an outdoor altar, the Nocturnal Adorers pledged their Eucha- 
ristic fidelity. From that time, real enthusiasm for the cause of Noc- 
turnal Adoration began, and each year has seen a steady increase in 
the hours of adoration registered by the adorers. During the first year 
the number of these nocturnal hours totaled 810. The second year 
saw an increase in a total of 819, and in the third year the number 
grew to 931. With the completion of the twelfth year on the Friday 
night following Corpus Christi, 1950, 2,108 hours were registered for 
the preceding year. 

After a five-year tryout in Tucson, the movement spread beyond 
the confines of Arizona, where it had already made some development 
in the Councils of neighboring cities. In 1943, the Most Reverend 
Edwin V. O’Hara, Bishop of Kansas City, Missouri, invited the Fourth 
Degree Knights of Columbus in his See city to form a “Eucharistic 
Guard” modeled after that of the Tucson Council. Within a short time 
the program was enthusiastically embraced by the Kansas City Knights, 
and soon spread rapidly elsewhere, until it is now a feature of the 
Knights of Columbus Councils in about half of the states of the Union. 

Encouraged by the marvelous growth of the devotion, inaugurated 
as a purely local affair, and voluntarily spread throughout the Order, 
the Tucson “Eucharistic Guard” was prompted to seek Papal recogni- 
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tion and the grant of indulgences through aggregation with the Arch- 
confraternity for Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in 
Rome. Accordingly, in the early part of 1949, a committee, headed by 
Past State Deputy Andrew Grondona, sought the approval of such an 
effort from the Bishop of Tucson. Bishop Gercke was pleased to in- 
dorse the Constitutions and By-Laws which had been drawn up, highly 
commended the members for their endeavors, and encouraged them to 
seek aggregation with Rome. 

Documents in support of the cause were forwarded to Rome, and 
in the course of time a formal petition, dated the First Friday, March 
3, 1950, was submitted to the Holy See. This petition read as follows: 


His Holiness, Pope Pius XII 
Vatican City, Italy 


Most Holy Father, 


We, the undersigned officers of the ‘Eucharistic Guard” sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus of Tucson, Arizona, with the approval and 
encouragement of His Excellency, the Most Reverend Daniel J. Gercke, 
Bishop of Tucson, prostrate at the feet of Your Holiness, humbly im- 
plore Your fatherly blessing and approval on our program of Nocturnal 
Adoration, formulated and realized by the Knights of Columbus Coun- 
cil of Tucson, and adopted by more than twenty other Councils in the 
United States, and we pray Your Holiness to grant us the same privi- 
leges and indulgences as those enjoyed by the Archconfraternity for 
Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in Rome. We ask these 
same favors for the more than twenty other Councils that have already 
instituted the ‘‘Eucharistic Guard’ and for all other groups of Knights 
of Columbus that would like, in the future, to take up this practice. 

After surmounting numerous difficulties and through the efforts of 
some zealous Knights, the “Eucharistic Guard’ had its beginning in 
Tucson in June 1938, as a purely local devotion. It was never dreamed 
then that other Councils in the United States would adopt it as one of 
the principal spiritual activities of the Order, and that it would spread 
to about half of the states in our nation, as it has in the last twelve 
years, We cannot express in words, the spiritual benefits derived by 
our Tucson Council and by other Councils that have instituted this 
pious practice. 

Our Order (the Knights of Columbus) has more than 3,000 centers, 
or Councils in this American Continent, with more than 750,000 active 
members. The fact that today at least forty-five Councils have spon- 
taneously asked to institute the pious practice of Nocturnal Adoration, 
makes us confident, Holy Father, that the blessing of Your Holiness 
and Your approval on this devotion, enriched by the treasures of the 
spiritual favors of Holy Mother Church, would spread the Eucharistic 
fire more rapidly throughout the Councils of the Knights of Columbus; 
and it would stimulate even more the effective zeal, with great advantage 
to that unity of action so much inculcated by Your Holiness, especially 
in this Holy Year. 
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We are imploring these favors, Holy Father, solely aiming at the 
glory of God and the good of souls, particularly for the spiritual benefit 
of our Order. The “Eucharistic Guard’’ is promoted only by Knights 
of Columbus groups, that is, by the Councils or by the Fourth Degree 
assemblies of the Order; nor are we associated with other organizations 
for the Nocturnal Adoration, although participation in its pious practice 
is open to all. 

In Tucson the “Eucharistic Guard’’ accomplishes its program of 
Nocturnal Adoration in the Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration under 
the auspices of His Excellency, the Most Reverend Bishop of the Diocese. 


We therefore respectfully petition Your Holiness for the approval 
and canonical institution of the ‘‘Eucharistic Guard.” It is our hope 
that then our Order of the Knights of Columbus will espouse this holy 
cause throughout the country in its more than 3,000 centers or Councils 
with a membership of 750,000 men. 

Most Holy Father, we take the liberty of including an abbreviated 
copy of our Statutes, which bear the seal of His Excellency, our Bishop, 
for the canonical erection of the ‘‘Eucharistic Guard.’”’ In the event 
that the complete form is desired, it will be forwarded at once. 


Hoping that our petition may be favorably received, we kneel to 
kiss Your foot with profound homage, imploring for us, our families, 
and for all the Knights of Columbus, Your Apostolic Blessing. 


Your Holiness’ devoted sons, 


Jerry Sainz, President 
Andrew A. Grondona, Secretary 


A Holy Year pilgrimage had been planned for April, 1950, by the 
Rev. Octavius Villa, S.J., a learned priest, resident of Santa Barbara, 
California, and a close friend and former teacher of the Past Grand 
Knight Andrew A. Grondona, who had sought his help in promoting 
the cause of the “Eucharistic Guard.” Father Villa, a native son of 
Italy, likewise had an intimate acquaintance with the Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, since childhood, and hence was an admirable choice to 
sponsor the efforts of the “Eucharistic Guard” in seeking affiliation 
with the Archconfraternity in Rome. The Knights of Columbus’ State 
Chaplain, the Rev. Arthur B. Kimball, was also one of the pilgrims. 
Shortly after their arrival in Rome, word was received from Monsignor 
Benjamin Nardone, Head of the Archconfraternity for Nocturnal Adora- 
tion, that the petition had been favorably received, and on May 12th 
the three men were presented with the Indult of erection. On this 
occasion, Monsignor Nardone highly commended the Knights of 
Columbus for their work and personally extended the congratulations 
of the Archconfraternity for their achievement, which, he said, was 
particularly notable as the work of laymen. He further exhorted them 
to continue in this powerful program of prayer, so dear to the heart 


of the Holy Father. 
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The following day, May 13, feast of Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, the diploma of aggregation was prepared, and the happy 
group was received by His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, in a private 
audience which lasted twenty-five minutes. When Father Kimball and 
Mr. Grondona were introduced as “Founders of the Nocturnal Adoration 
for the Knights of Columbus,” the Holy Father exclaimed: “I, too, am 
an Adorer! .. This work is not a human work, but the work of God. 
It will be the greatest blessing to the Knights of Columbus if they 
introduce the Nocturnal Adoration. Don’t be afraid of obstacles, the 
greater the obstacles, the surer you can be of God’s help. Don’t worry, 
you will succeed!” Speaking of this later, Father Villa remarked to 
the Sisters, in an address: “Our Holy Father is an ardent defender of 
adoration. He attaches great importance to the Perpetual Adoration. . . 
When you pray before the Blessed Sacrament, you do not pray alone. 
You pray with the Holy Father, with Holy Mother Church, and there- 
fore your prayers are of infinite value.” 

Many of our readers helped in the erection of our Sanctuary of 
Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, and it will be a source of rejoicing 
to them to learn of the privilege conferred on this Sanctuary in being 
chosen as the center wherein rests the Indult for the graces of the 
Archconfraternity in America. Reverend Father Villa, commenting on 
this fact, remarked: “This is a rare privilege. There are few churches 
in the world that have the grace of such an Indult. Your Sanctuary, 
as one of these, deserves the rank of a Basilica.” Our most grateful 
thanks go up to God for His manifold blessings and fatherly Provi- 
dence, which has brought about this work of Adoration, so truly fruit- 
ful in spiritual good, and which, surely, as times goes on, will bring 
an ever more abundant harvest. 











Pitiful letters from convents in the war zones of Europe continue 
to come. The Sisters still suffer many hardships and privations. Some 
must live in cramped rented quarters where they cannot lead their full 
convent life. Others have managed to build up portions of their 
wrecked homes and live there as best they can, but are heavily in debt 
for materials, etc. Others write that they have so many sick Sisters, 
owing to the privations to which they were subjected for so long a 
time and the hard work performed during and after the war. And so 
the story of their needs could be lengthened out indefinitely. 

Will you, dear friends, help to lighten the heavy crosses they must 
continue to bear? Gifts of money, shoes and clothing (also for secu- 
lars) sent us in their behalf will gladly be forwarded to those most in 
need. Discarded spectacle frames will also be welcome. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 
he 
The Great Secret of Holiness 


OU may at times have asked yourself this question: 

“What is the real secret of the holiness and sanctity which 

I, as a Christian, am obliged to acquire? Is it an ex- 

tensive knowledge of religious truths? Or the posses- 
sion of very special graces? Or the doing of severe penance?” And 
the answer is: “No; not at all. These may be great helps; but they 
do not constitute holiness.” What, then, is the secret? 

The answer to this question is- contained in the appeal which 
Jesus Christ makes to you for your personal love of Him when He 
says: “As the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you. Abide in 
My love!” (John 15:9.) 

This, and this alone, is the essence of all holiness. So true is this, 
that without an ardent, personal love of Jesus, true holiness and a 
genuine Christian life are impossible. Where this love is wanting, 
religion becomes nothing more than a reluctant observance of dis- 
agreeable commandments and equally disagreeable prohibitions. 

Consider the fervor of the early Christians. They had no ex- 
tensive knowledge of theology. They had no catechisms and spiritual 
books as we have today in endless profusion. Many of them were 
illiterate; they did not know how to read and write. Many of them 
were slaves and common laborers. But they possessed the great secret 
of holiness—the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 

They fully realized that Jesus Christ was the God-Man who loved 
them with a love that surpassed all understanding, and who suffered a 
most painful death on the Cross for their salvation. They also realized 
that in return they owed Him their wholehearted love and service, ex- 
pressing itself in many acts of love, the careful avoidance of sin, the 
diligent performance of good works, together with the readiness to 
suffer every form of trial and torture, and even death itself for His 
sake. And very many did make the supreme sacrifice of their lives 
to prove their love of Him. 

Christianity was for them not merely a matter of form or of ex- 
ternal profession of religion; not just a habit of Sunday Mass and 
occasional Sacraments; not a taking an active part in various under- 
takings under church auspices. No; Christianity meant for them an 
enlightened knowledge of Jesus Christ and a strong, personal love for 
Him, which manifested itself by an unswerving loyalty to Him, a care- 
ful avoidance of whatever they knew to be in any way sinful, and a 
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constant endeavor to do the things that were pleasing to Him. 

The conditions of holiness have not changed since then. They 
remain the same despite the tendency of modern Christians to soften 
down and even explain away some of the hard and unpleasant truths 
of the Gospel. It still remains true that only those who renounce 
themselves, carry their cross and follow Him, can be His disciples, 
and that only those can have the sweet consolation of being numbered 
among His friends who faithfully carry out His instruction: “If you 
love Me, keep My commandments,” and: “I have given you an example, 
that as I have done to you, so also you should do.” 

How this personal love of Christ—the secret of holiness—can be 
practiced is explained in the following pages. 


Motives for Personal Love of Jesus 


You have learned that the secret of holiness is found in an ardent, 
personal love for Jesus Christ, the Son of God made Man for love of 
us. The next step is to consider the motives that urge you to practice 
this love to the best of your ability. 

You know very well that it is your duty to love your Divine 
Savior with your “whole heart and soul and mind and strength” be- 
cause He is God, one with the Father and the Holy Spirit. But you 
are also obliged to love Him in the same manner because He is Man. 
In His human nature Jesus is deserving of all your love just as He 
is in His Divine nature. As Man He possesses in an eminent degree 
all those qualities which command human love. Let us briefly con- 
sider some of these, and show how they form urgent motives for 
fostering the ardent, personal love for Him which He demands of you. 


1. His Supreme Beauty. 


Of Jesus Christ it is written: “Thou art beautiful above the sons 
of men” (Ps. 44:3). He was of all men the most perfect, and hence, 
the most beautiful that ever lived on earth. And no wonder; for He 
is the prototype, the Model, which God had in mind when He created 
the first man, Adam, in paradise. Adam was created in the “image 
and likeness of God” as to his spiritual soul, as well as to his material 
body, which, from all eternity, the Son of God had decreed to take 
to Himself in the mystery of the Incarnation. 

In this connection it must be stressed—in opposition to modern 
materialistic teaching—that the body of the first man was, from the 
first moment of his existence, a thing of wondrous perfection and 
beauty, because it was created in the image and likeness of the body 
of Christ. It was not the ugly monstrosity which atheistic pseudo- 
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scientists claim it to have been, namely, the product of blind chance 
and the offspring of a dumb, senseless and repulsive brute animal, 
such as the monkey or ape. Adam (and Eve) came forth from the 
creative hand of God, perfect as to soul and body—in the likeness of 
God as to his soul, and in the likeness of Jesus Christ, the God-Man, 
as to his soul and body. 

Now we must keep in mind that Jesus Christ, the God-Man, pos- 
sesses supreme beauty, human and Divine, both on earth and now in 
heaven, not only in His person, but also in His character and life. 
This Divine, human beauty it was that exerted such a magnetic power 
over those who came in contact with Him, that it drew them in great 
crowds to hear Him proclaim His heavenly doctrine, even to the ex- 
tent of making them forgetful of the need of food, which need He 
supplied on at least two occasions by the miraculous multiplication 
of a few loaves of bread. 

But if the natural beauty of His mortal body was so entrancing, 
what must now be the beauty of His glorified body in heaven? Of 
this we can only speak in the words of St. Paul that “eye has not 
seen, ear has not heard, nor has it entered the heart of man” how 
surpassingly wonderful is the beauty of the glorified body of Jesus 
Christ in His heavenly kingdom. It is the sight and contemplation 
of the body of Christ transfigured in glory that is one of the perennial 
sources of ecstatic love and nameless bliss of the angels and saints for 
all eternity. You have every reason to exult and rejoice at the thought 
that it is also meant to be for you the source of endless happiness in 
His heavenly kingdom. 


2. His Words and His Doctrine 


In the next place, there are His Divine words and His heavenly 
doctrine. These made the hearts of men glow with love for Him while 
He was on earth, and they still do so in persons of good will who 
are disposed to profit by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God. Of Him it is said: “Grace is poured forth on Thy lips” (Ps.44:3). 

Did you ever reflect on the greatness of the favor which is yours 
in possessing the true knowledge of God and of your eternal destiny 
by reason of the grace.of faith which you received in the Sacrament 
of Baptism? Have you ever considered how truly blessed you are in 
having a clear understanding of the true purpose of your life and of 
the conditions you must fulfil in order to earn for yourself the end- 
less glory of heaven? See how many millions are living in complete 
ignorance of the ‘saving teachings of Christ; how many millions hold 
distorted views about them, being members of heretical bodies that 
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reject from His teachings whatever does not harmonize with their views 
and ideas; and how many millions are at the present time made the 
unfortunate victims of an anti-Christian education by which they are 
taught that they are only animals with a purely animal destiny, which 
is to be born, to make the most of life, and then to perish forever in 
death. From this you can see that there are vast multitudes helplessly 
groping about in a dense darkness of spiritual ignorance, not knowing 
whence they came and whither they are going. They are sitting in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. Were it not for the goodness 
of God, this great misfortune would also be yours. In that case how 
cheerless and gloomy an existence would be. yours! 

How truly blessed then you are in possessing the precious gift of 
faith, which enables you to make the words and teachings of Jesus 
your own! They are preserved for you in the Gospels, which con- 
tain a faithful record of His teachings, of His miracles, of His suffer- 
ings and death, of the founding of His Church and His ascension into 
heaven. If you have the right disposition you will read these Gospels 
with the same eagerness and docility with which you can easily imagine 
you would have listened to Him when He preached to the crowds on 
the seashore, on the mountainside, or in the Temple. You owe Him 


a large debt of gratitude for this most precious grace. Rev. F.J.R. 
To be continued 


The Prisoners of the King 


(Application of Our Lord’s miracles to the doctrine of purgatory) 


i 


UR Lord’s miracles were almost universally acts of mercy 
as well as proofs of authority, and thus it is natural to find 
that they are full of teaching as to the various spiritual 
miseries of souls and His tenderness in succoring them. 
The holy souls are sufferers to a degree and in a manner which are 
but faintly pictured in the bodily maladies which Our Lord so lovingly 
relieved, and they are sufferers whose case He has left very much to 
the charity of the children of the Militant Church. His Sacred Heart 
looked farther than the outward disease or privation for which He 
used His healing or restoring power, and, if it is most natural to 
consider all bodily evils as shadows and images by which spiritual in- 
firmities are represented, it is not any exaggerated extension of the 
same principle of accommodation to consider the sufferings of purga- 
tory, all of which are caused by sin or negligence, as also included. 


The Miracle of Cana in Galilee 


The wonderful series of Our Lord’s miracles of mercy began, as 
we well know, at the marriage festival at Cana in Galilee, only a few 
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days after He had first called to Himself some of His future Apostles 
and disciples. The blessed Evangelist, St. John, who was himself one 
of these first disciples, and who must certainly have been present at 
the marriage feast at which the miracle was wrought, has left us the 
history on which so many of the saints of God have lovingly meditated, 
seeing in it a great deal more than the narrative of a passing incident 
in Our Lord’s life. They have considered that this beginning of 
miracles, or “signs,” as St. John calls it, must have been so ordained by 
God that all its circumstances must have very deep spiritual signifi- 
cance, and that the first action of Our Lord of this kind which has 
been selected for relation by the author of the last and most sacra- 
mental Gospel, must contain in itself prophecy and doctrine, as well 
as the external display of power and mercy. 

The Mother of Our Lord was present at the marriage feast, he 
tells us, and Our Lord and His disciples were invited. After a time 
the wine failed, and then our Blessed Lady, who was, perhaps, related 
to the bridegroom or the bride, appealed to Our Lord in the well-known 
words, “They have no wine.” Our Lord replied, “Lady, what is it 
to Me and to thee?”—words which are not wrongly interpreted by 
another version, “What have I to do with thee?” which conveys more 
pointedly the sense of a kind of acknowledgment of influence which 
Our Lady was exerting over Him, without which He would not do 
what He was about to do. Our Lord added, “My hour has not yet 
come,”—as if thus also to imply that the time for His first display 
of miraculous power had not yet arrived, except inasmuch as it was 
hastened by her interference. Thus our Blessed Lady seems to have 
understood Him, for she told the servants who were waiting at table, 
“Do whatever He tells you”; and thus it was that when He bade them 
fill with water the six vessels which stood by for the purpose of 
purification, they did so without hesitation. Then He bade them pour 
out the contents of the water pots to the guests, beginning with the 
person who filled the office of ruler of the feast. They did this and the 
water was found to be changed into wine of so excellent a quality 
that the ruler of the feast called the bridegroom and told him that 
people usually gave their best wine first, and then that which was 
less good, whereas he had kept the good wine for the last. 


It is clear that the obedience and simple faith of the servants at 
the feast, who without any hesitation or question filled the water pots 
with water, and then poured out their contents to the ruler of the 
feast and others, also had a certain part in the miracle—a part which 
we find constantly required by Our Lord on such occasions. It is 
not our purpose to consider here all the circumstances of the miracle, 
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nor all the lessons which may be drawn from it for our own instruc- 
tion. But we may select certain points in the conduct of our Blessed 
Lady and others, and use them for our own guidance and encourage- 
ment in the great work of intercession and satisfaction for the holy 
souls in purgatory. 

We may venture, then, in the first place, to enter into the Heart 
of the Immaculate Mother of Our Lord, and ask ourselves what are 
the virtues she here practices, and what may have been, in a more 
special way, her motives for this great act of clemency. We see at 
once that in her motherly care for the bride and the bridegroom she 
anticipated their wants, and that in the mightiness of her faith she 
sought the remedy at the hands of Our Lord, when nothing less than 
a miracle could supply it. Others might have hesitated, either as to 
His power to perform so wonderful a work, or as to the seemliness of 
appealing to Him in such a matter, or lastly, as to His willingness to 
use His Divine power, when asked, for so slight a cause. 

Again, we may see that our Blessed Lady, overflowing with zeal 
for the glory of God and for the honor of her Divine Son, and for 
the manifestation of His power in such a way as to enlighten the minds 
and confirm the faith of His Apostles concerning Him, discerned, with 
a clear spiritual instinct, how well all those great ends might be 
served by His working such a miracle, even upon this homely occasion, 
and in the midst of a number of simple country people gathered to- 
gether for a wedding feast. Again, we may see in this tender considera- 
tion of Our Lady for this accidental defect in the preparations on the 
part of the hosts, a lesson as to her extreme tenderness of heart for 
even the smallest spiritual needs and sufferings of her children. She 
was such a mother to these simple folk that she could not bear to see 
them lack their full measure of wine: and this lets us see how eager 
she must be that not one of those who have been redeemed by our 
Blessed Lord, and made her children by Him on the Cross, should 
lack the fullest measure of graces and blessings which He has destined 
for them. 

No temporal loss or sufferings, however poignant, can be com- 
pared to the least possible loss or suffering in the order of grace; and 
if she was so ready to exert her power at once at the sight of a slight 
material inconvenience, how can we ever fathom the depths of her 
all but infinite compassion for the needs of the soul, and the miseries 
which may issue in the eternal loss of God? 

Our Lord’s readiness in rewarding faith and obedience, as also 
His own very great compassion for human needs and miseries of every 
kind, greater even than that of His Mother, prompted Him to grant 
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her request. Moreover, He was filled with the desire to see His Father 
glorified, and to manifest His own Name, especially to those who were, 
after Him, to manifest it to the world. And lastly, He rejoiced, in- 
teriorly, in the beauty of the graces shown in His Mother’s condescen- 
sion and prayer, and desired, among other things, to exalt her name 
also and let it be connected forever in the history of His kingdom 
with the beginning of His chain of miracles. All of these considera- 
tions prevailed upon Him to bring about, in His own sweet and prudent 
way, the wonderful change of the water into wine, so full of deep, 
spiritual significance, especially as to the marvelous Sacrament of sac- 
raments which He was afterwards to leave behind Him in the Church. 

Although the time was not yet come, that is, He was not then to 
have begun His miracles had not the time been anticipated and forced 
on, so to say, by the prayers and actions of His Blessed Mother, still 
He was not so bound down to time and reason that He could not 
alter them. It would, indeed, be very strange, and inconsistent with 
true intelligence of Our Lord’s Sacred Heart, to imagine that He 
wrought this miracle unwillingly or grudgingly, or with any other 
feeling than that of great joy at the deep faith and ardent charity of 
His Blessed Mother, which had, as we may say, loosened His hands 
before the time, and enabled Him to grant, for her sake and to her 
prayer, and to the obedience of the servants, what He would not other- 
wise have granted to the needs of the bride and the bridegroom. On 
the contrary, Our Lord loves to be constrained by prayer; He delights 
in the importunities of His children, and is grateful to them when 
they give Him an occasion of allowing His justice to yield to His 
mercy by interposing the blessed influence of intercession, which has 
its lawful weight in His government, on account of His merits and our 
union with Him. Thus it is equally true to say that God has appointed 
a certain course of things, as in the case of the chastisements which 
in this world or the next He inflicts upon sin. We may also say that He 
desires that His arrangements may be modified and altered by the 
power of prayer, and that, taking that power and its exercise into 
account, He may appoint a certain other course of things in which 
those arrangements are so modified, with an increase of glory to Him- 
self. For it is more to His glory that He should grant to prayer favors 
which He would not have granted without it, than that no prayer should 
be made to Him for the obtaining of favors. ~~ 


Spiritual Vitamin for September 


O Jesus, grant that I may be Thine, wholly Thine, forever Thine! 
(Ind. of 300 days each time.) 
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The Catholic School for Catholic Children 


SRO 

ITH the coming of September, throngs of school children 

will file into classrooms which were emptied at the be- 

ginning of vacation. Nearly four millions of these are 

Catholic children, some of them just beginning school, 

some to graduate next June. Of these Catholic children, 
nearly half will go to non-Catholic schools. While they have much 
in common, there is a vast difference between a Catholic parochial 
school and a public school. Wherein lies the difference? It is this: 
the Catholic school is a complete school. In it the child gets the full, 
well-rounded, solid education that it needs, and to which it has a 
right, as far as this world is concerned, but in addition it is educated 
also for eternity. The Catholic school teaches all that the child should 
learn—the three R’s, geography, music, and the rest, plus religion and 
morality. The Catholic school can and must give to its pupils what 
no other school can give. In it the mind, body, heart, and soul are 
trained and instructed. The intellect is instructed in the same secular 
branches of learning as are taught in the public school, but at the same 
time, the knowledge of God is also imparted; the conscience is guided 
in obedience to the laws of God; the heart is instilled with the love 
of God, and the whole character is shaped so as to enable the in- 
dividual to live a good, holy, God-pleasing life. This is true education, 
and nothing less than this can be called education. 


Leaders of thought and education in America see more clearly 
with each passing year the need for religion in education. Yet it is 
evident that in the typical public school it is difficult, not to say, im- 
possible, to have religious instruction. Even when a system of “re- 
leased time” for such instruction is provided, the results are not the 
same as when the entire school day is permeated with the atmosphere 
of faith. Apropos of the value of parochial education, Mr. J. Edgar 
Hoover, head of the F. B. I., and ardently engaged in stemming juvenile 
delinquency in the United States, in 1945 made the following remark- 
able statement: “No gift of Rockefeller or Carnegie Foundations, or 
any other Christian denomination, can equal the gift presented to the 
American people by the Catholic Church. It has nearly 11,000 schools, 
with nearly 3,000,000 pupils who are taught by 95,000 patriotic 
teachers. Not a single atheistic teacher is among them; not a single 
non-Christian or non-American principle is taught. Many Catholic 
public school children come before the children’s court, but a survey 
of the past six months in Queen’s county, a borough of a million and 
a quarter souls in New York City, shows that not one parochial school 
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student has come before the court, in spite of the war and the upset 
families.” 

The Church attempts to uplift and better the conditions of the 
world through the educational foundation given the children in her 
schools, and she carries her program through every grade of study 
from the ABC’s up to the highest in the Catholic University. Her 
system is complete and open to all her children. Let it, then, be the 
parents’ ambition to see that their children profit by the advantages 
placed at their disposal, even though it means sacrifice on their part. 
The thorough instruction children receive in the Catholic school is 
for them the best preparation for their future life, and will make more 
secure their attainment of eternal happiness, for the Catholic school 
trains the child not only physically and mentally, but also spiritually, 
after the example of the Christ Child, who grew not only in wisdom 
and age, but also in grace before God and men. 


Concern for the Catholic education of Catholic children rests not 
alone upon the parents of those children. Every Catholic adult should 
be personally interested, and willing to assist in any possible way. 
Those who are blessed with this world’s goods in some cases may be 
able to give special financial assistance to those less fortunate and less 
able to provide, especially where there is a large family. This would 
certainly be a most praiseworthy form of Catholic Action. Recently 
there came to our attention an edifying example of a man who offered to 
pay the tuition for five children in his parish, whose parents could not 
afford it. Surely such generosity will not go without a proportionate 
reward, and it often happens that the recipients of such favors, mindful 
of what they themselves have received, in turn perform similar deeds 
of kindness when they are in a position to do so. 


The preservation of Catholic schools is a further matter to which 
Catholics must be alerted. The cause of Catholic education has long 
been a matter of contention, not only in our country, but also in others. 
Throughout the world there is being waged a real campaign which is 
a serious threat to our Catholic schools, and to all private schools in 
which religion is taught. It is the duty of all Catholics to see that the 
educating of Catholic children is not wrested from them by political 
intrigue. Government agencies are reaching farther and farther into 
every phase of life, including the school. While much of the trend is 
good, there is always grave danger when an attempt to remedy human- 
ity’s ills rests in a power that is not guided and motivated by the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, but aims merely at material betterment. It 
behooves Catholics, by the exercise of the right of voting, to see that 
political influence rests in the hands of leaders who will guard religion 
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and morality, and who will wield this power not only for the temporal 
but also for the spiritual good of mankind. 

For the survival of our schools, there is needed the special help 
of God. This help is obtained by prayer. There are several special 
patrons of education and of schools, whose intercession it would be 
well to invoke in behalf of our Catholic school system. Among these, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, St. John Baptist de la Salle, St. Philomena and 
St. Catherine of Alexandria are outstanding. 

The well-known Jesuit writer, Rev. Daniel A. Lord, S.J., has ad- 
vocated a campaign of prayer to St. Joseph, in which all school children 
in the country would be enlisted, as well as their parents, teachers, and 
Catholics in general. He recommends a simple ejaculation to be said 
daily, such as the following: St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church, 
save our schools for Jesus and Mary! 

The fate of our schools is largely in our own hands. Prayer is 
our best weapon. Let us not lay it down in these perilous times. 


Fatima—World War—Our Lady of Sorrows 








EPTEMBER 15 is the second day of the year dedicated by the Church to 

the Blessed Mother of Sorrows. Appearing to the three children at Fatima 
in 1917, testified to by thousands of witnesses and since then by millions of pil- 
grims, the Most Holy Virgin urges constant devotion to her Immaculate Heart, 
showing it pierced with thorns. Predicting the early close of the First World 
War, she warned that another one more devastating would follow if nations did 
not heed her words. 

We are witnesses of the world’s bold sinning and its terrible punishment— 
another World War with its endless aches and sorrows. But Mary assures us 
of her powerful protection if we do penance and pray to her. Her admirable 
mediation as the Mediatrix of all Graces puts us in contact with the boundless 
merits of the Passion. Particularly 


the Devotion to the Immaculate Heart as the Sorrowful Mother 


is her urgent, repeated plea now to the world, plunged in sorrow and distress. 

No one knows the issues of war. Ultimately, it matters littlk—if only we 
attain our salvation. A good death, in God's grace, is the decisive victory! 

To aid all in this most important, personal task, the last three Popes in six 
Apostolic Letters, recommend a Universal Apostolate of Salvation, called the 
‘Association of a Happy Death of Our Lady of Sorrows,” granting bounteous 
spiritual favors to its members from the treasury of the Church, under such easy 
conditions that even a child may be a sharer. 

Information leaflets, in various languages, free, and membership (no fixed 
fee), may be obtained from local Promoters or at one of these addresses: 


Rev. Director P. S. M., Charlemagne, P. Q., Canada. 
Franciscan Fathers, Pulaski, Wisconsin. 
Rev. Fr. Cyril Mitera, O.F.M., 3140 Meramec, St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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. ’ 
Little Lovers’ League 
PTT Te 
EPTEMBER is a month of many lovely things—brightly 
colored autumn leaves, flights of birds heading south, 
school] opening with new lessons to learn and football 
games to look forward to. But one of the nicest things 
; about September is that it is the month dedicated to the 
holy Angels, those pure and beautiful spirits who are God’s messengers 
and our special friends and protectors. 





We all, even the pagans, 
have a Guardian Angel, given 
to us at birth by our loving 
Father in heaven. It is this 
Angel’s particular task to ac- 
company us through life, to 
watch over us carefully; to in- 
spire us with good thoughts 
and desires, and to be with us 
at our work, our play and our 
prayer. Though we cannot 
see or hear him, he is always 
beside us; sometimes he talks 
to us in the voice of con- 
science. Whenever danger of 
any kind threatens us, there 
stands our Guardian Angel, 
ready to defend and protect 
us, just as the Archangel Ra- 
phael protected his charge, 
Tobias, on his dangerous 
journey. He is never closer . , — . 
to us than when we are in 
danger of sin or in time of temptation. Then, should we not be most 
careful never to do anything that could offend so dear a friend, whose 
only desire is to guide us safely through this life, and finally to carry 
us in triumph before the throne of God, to join him and all the other 
Ange!s and saints forever? 





September also has many of Our Blessed Mother’s beautiful feasts: 
that of her Holy Name on September 12th, and of her Seven Sorrows on 
September 15th. But perhaps the one which most appeals to us and 
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is the most joyful is that of her Birthday or Nativity, on September 8th. 

Now, you know how every mother likes to receive a present for 
her birthday to show her that she is loved and appreciated by her chil- 
dren. So our Blessed Mother will expect one from us, too. And what 
could be a more wonderful present than the gift of her own beloved 
Sen received on her feast, and a Holy Mass attended in her honor? 
No other gift on earth could please her so much! 

And wouldn’t it be a nice idea to say a little prayer of gratitude 
to our Blessed Mother’s Guardian Angel, to thank him for taking such 
good care of his precious charge? Perhaps we could ask him to help 
us to live lives of purity and humility like hers, so that one day we may 
all celebrate her Birthday together in heaven. 


PRACTICE: When you rise in the morning, say to your holy 
Angel: “My good Angel, thank you for your loving care during the 
night. Please be at my side during the day to help me pray, work, 
suffer and enjoy its pleasures for the love of Jesus and Mary.” Occa- 
sionally during the day turn your thoughts to your Guardian Angel and 
speak to him of the things you are doing. When you retire at night, 
thank him for protecting and helping you that day, and ask him to 
watch over you each moment of the night. 


ASPIRATION: Our Lady, Queen of the Angels, pray for us! 


Saint Matthew — Apostle and Evangelist 
Feast, September 21 


HE Apostle St. Matthew, whose feast we keep on September 21st, 

was called by Our Lord while He was preaching and working 
miracles in Capharnaum. St. Matthew himself tells us about this call- 
ing, for he was an Evangelist as well as an Apostle. He writes in his 
Gospel that he was sitting in the tax-collector’s place (probably near 
the Lake of Genesareth) when Jesus passed by, and, looking at him, 
called him, saying: ‘‘Follow Me.” And Matthew arose at once and 
followed Him. Though he was rich and understood perfectly that to 
follow Jesus would mean to exchange a life of wealth for one of poverty, 
he accepted the invitation without delay. He was sure that Our Lord 
was the promised Messias, the Savior of the Jewish people, for whom 
they had been anxiously waiting for many centuries. Because he 
wanted others, his friends and fellow tax-collectors, or publicans, as 
they were called, to share his happiness, and be converted too, he gave 
a great banquet in his house and invited Jesus with His disciples. 

The Jews, however, especially the Pharisees and Scribes, despised 
and looked down on the publicans because they collected taxes for the 
hated Romans who were then ruling the Jewish people; and also be- 
cause many of the publicans, by unfair practices, made themselves rich 
at the expense of their fellow-countrymen. So they murmured among 
themselves and said to Christ’s disciples: ‘‘Why does your Master eat 
with publicans and sinners?” But Jesus heard them, and to show His 
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love for sinners who repent and want to follow Him, He answered: 
“It is not the healthy who need a physician, but they who are sick. 
For I have come to call sinners, not the just’ (Matt. 9:12,13). 


St. Matthew followed Our Lord faithfully from that day until His 
death. After Christ had ascended into heaven, and the Holy Ghost 
had come down upon the Apostles on Pentecost Sunday, filling them 
with love and a burning zeal for the salvation of souls, our saint went 
out and converted great numbers to Christianity in Palestine, Then 
he travelled to the pagan nations of the East, spreading the good tidings 
of the Word of God, and fulfilling the command of His Master to make 
converts of all men, “‘baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.’’ He is thought to have worked 
in Persia and Ethiopia before going to Parthia, where he suffered mar- 
tyrdom, probably by being stoned to death. His relics were carried 
to Salerno, Italy, around the year 1080. St. Matthew is the patron of 
bankers and tax-collectors. 

Since he was an Apostle, St. Matthew saw with his own eyes most 
of the events he describes in his Gospel. He wrote this Gospel for his 
fellow Jews, and it was his special purpose to show that Christ was the 
Messias, the expected Redeemer promised in the Old Testament which 
the Jews knew so well. Thus he gives us a fuller and more detailed 
account of Christ’s actions than do the other Evangelists, together with 
a more complete record of His teaching and a most accurate picture of 
His life. 

It is because St. Matthew begins his story of Our Lord’s life with 
an account of His human ancestry that he is often represented in Chris- 
tian art and symbolism by a human head with wings. The other three 
Evangelists are pictured by the symbols of an eagle (St. John), an 
ox (St. Luke), and a lion (St. Mark). 

St. Matthew’s conversion and following of Christ gives us a won- 
derful example in three particular ways. First, he did not delay.— 
Our Lord called him and he left what he was doing, his wealth, his 
home and friends, and followed Jesus immediately. Secondly, he was 
courageous and humble—He knew that many would despise him for 
having been a publican and would wonder how Our Lord could choose 
such a sinner to become one of His disciples; but it was God who wanted 
him, so he did not let himself be disturbed by what people would say. 
Even in writing his Gospel he always refers to himself as the ‘“‘publican,”’ 
whereas the other Evangelists, in charitable consideration, call him 
Levi (which was his second name) so as to conceal his identity as a 
former publican. Thirdly he was constant—he never looked back. 
Once he had joined his Master, who had “nowhere to lay His head,’ he 
followed Him in poverty and humility. Some of the other disciples 
went on with their former occupations even after Christ had called 
them. But St. Matthew never returned to his tax-collecting, because 
he knew that for him it might lead to sin. 

Let us ask this great Apostle to obtain for us a share in his firm- 
ness, courage and devotion to Jesus, in order that we may one day 
share his reward in heaven also. And let us give him the great honor 
and joy of assisting at Holy Mass and receiving Holy Communion on 
his feast day. 





Please 


Many readers may be glad to know we have the following 
assortment of 


Looklots AW  —— 


10¢ each 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 
Six Discourses on the Enthonement 
DeMontfort’s Devotion to Mary 
Devotions to Our Sorrowful Mother 
Good St. Anne 
St. Gertrude the Great 
Go to Joseph 

-O-0-0- 


Life of Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. — 50¢ 
Message of the Sacred Heart - 5¢ 


NOTE: The foregoing are obtainable also in English. 


————————————————————— Ss 
The following may be obtained in GERMAN ONLY. 
Encyclical of Pope Pius XII to the German People — 10¢ 


On the Heart of Our Mother (Fatima) — 10¢ 

Faithful Guard by Day and Night : — 10¢ 

The Holy Hour — 10¢ 

Consoling Revelations — 30¢ 
—O-0-0- 


The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ — Price, $2.00. 

This touching book on the Passion of Our Lord according to the 
revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich is obtainable only in GER- 
MAN, not in English. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Booklet Aids to Faith and Devotion 


Do you know and venerate the Angels? Read these booklets 
to learn about them and foster devotion to them. EACH booklet, 10¢ 


Our Heavenly Companions 


WV YZ = A wealth of information on 
o> the Angels; also the proper of the 
Mass of their feast, and devo- 


tional exercises. 


’Neath St. Michael’s Shield — This booklet explains the glory of 
the Archangel Michael, and his power in heaven and on earth; gives the 
proper of the Mass in his honor, and selected prayers. 


You will want these two popular booklets on Our Sorrowful Mother 
for the feast of the Seven Dolors, September 15: 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows — A _ touching 
meditation on each of the Seven Dolors, with illus- 
trations. Proper parts of the Mass, novena and 
prayers, 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows — 

Contains a very inspiring resume of the fruits 

to be obtained through devotion to our Sorrowful 

Mother, and many devotional exercises in her 
honor. 


Sacraments and Sacramentals 





The discussion club presents a golden opportunity to acquire a 
solid knowledge of the doctrines and practices of the Church. Time 
spent in reading and discussion will prove to be an intellectual treat, 
wherein one learns not only the teachings and practices of the Church, 
but acquires facility in expressing and explaining them in a convincing 
manner. The following booklets are suggested as helpful material 
on the sacraments and sacramentals. Each booklet, 10¢. 


Fountains of Salvation — (Baptism, Confimation, Holy Orders.) 
Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy and Peace 
Confession, Its Fruitful Practice United in Christ 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Sacramentals Through Death to Life 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





